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In mid-2010, Mark Singleton (on behalf of SceneThat) put a number of questions to the newly formed Coalition 

Government, at a constituency meeting with the Rt. Hon. Francis Maude MP, Member of Parliament for Horsham,  

Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General. Mr. Maude agreed to seek further comment as appropriate  

from the Home Secretary. 

 

In addition to the questions raised during our discussion, three specific questions were put: 

 

1. On 12th January, 2010, The European Court of Human Rights ruled that police powers to use terror laws to 

stop and search people, under section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000, without grounds for suspicion violated 

people's rights under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The Home Office lodged an 

appeal against that decision. Will that appeal now be dropped? 

2. Over the past year, ACPO has issued a series of guidelines on the use of anti-terrorism powers. From simple 

observation, it would appear that these guidelines have singularly failed to have affected a timely change of 

approach within some Police Forces. This has lead to accusations ranging from ‘out-of-control’ to 

‘unaccountable’. Why does the Government believe that the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill will 

be any more effective? 

3. At least one Police Force has frequently suggested that photographers should carry photo-id. [In a statement 

released to SceneThat and other media organisations in December, 2009,, City of London Police said: 

'Photographers should carry identification where possible and be prepared to answer questions about why 

they are taking photographs, if they are asked.'] As the Government has signposted the Identity Documents 

Bill, how do you see the potential disconnect between Government intent and Police implementation being 

resolved, especially in the light of the previous question? 

SceneThat is grateful to the Home Secretary and the Minister for the Cabinet Office for the time taken to respond 

during what has obviously been a very busy period. 
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